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NORTHEAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 

Ladd Marsh Bird Festival: May 17 through 19 
Planning is in full swing for the 8th Annual Ladd Marsh 
Bird Festival May 17 through 19.    For this weekend 
the Ladd Marsh Wildlife Area, generally closed to 

public entry during migration 
and nesting, will be open to 
registered participants to 
watch birds and other 
wildlife. The kick-off Friday 
evening will feature wine 
tasting, original music by the 
Odd Strings and a 
presentation by Gary Ivey on 
the three subspecies of 
Sandhill Cranes of the Pacific 
Flyway.   
 

Saturday morning, local birders will staff stations 
around the wildlife area to help visitors locate and 
identify birds. Local artists will also be at the stations 
painting and sketching wildlife and nature scenes in the 
morning.  Kids will be able to complete activities to 
become a Junior Birder, earning a patch and field guide, 
all day long.  They can also build a bird house, color a 
canvas tote and other activities.   Six field trips are 
offered Sunday.  
 
A more complete schedule of activities can be found at 
http://www.lagrandelife.com/ladd-marsh-birdathon-
may-18-to-20-at-the-peak-of-spring-migration.  
The 3-day event has grown from 70 registered 
participants in 2007 to more than 350 in 2012.  It’s 
attended by a diverse audience, ranging from complete 
novices to experienced birdwatchers from throughout 
Oregon and many western states.  
 
The Bird Festival is part of a broader community 
springtime celebration including a concurrent art show, 
music and the La Grande Agriculture and Timber 
Twilight Parade. 
 
The key to the success of this event has been ODFW 
Ladd Marsh Wildlife Area staff and 40 dedicated 
volunteers that return year after year.  These  
 

 
 
 
volunteers represent the Friends of Ladd Marsh, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Union County Tourism, 
Oregon Wildlife and Wallowa Whitman National 
Forest. 
 
Spring Big Game Surveys   
Annual Northeast Region big game surveys were 
completed this spring.  We experienced good, but later 
than average green-up last fall.  Winter conditions were 

variable 
throughout the 
Region with 
Baker and Grant 
counties 
experiencing 
severe conditions 
early in the 
winter but 
trending to 

milder than average conditions as winter progressed.  
Big game distribution was good throughout most 
winter ranges with many ranges free of snow most of 
the winter.  Spring green-up has been slower than 
normal because of below average precipitation and cool 
conditions.   
 
Northeast Oregon elk wintered well under these 
generally mild conditions.  Overall, bull ratios remain 
strong in many Wildlife Management Units.  Calf ratios 
were variable with a few units below 20 calves/100 
cows.  The Ukiah unit showed continued improvement 
in calf ratio.  We believe this is a result of cougar 
removal from this area as part of the Ukiah Cougar 
Target Area.   
 
Over-winter survival of mule deer fawns was above 
average in most of the units.  Buck ratios were also 
maintained in most areas except for Mt. Emily where 
buck ratios and harvest levels appear to be declining.   
Mule deer populations are 40% to 80% of management 
objective throughout Northeast Region units.   
 
Resident wolf packs occur in the Imnaha, Minam, Mt. 
Emily, Snake River, Walla Walla, and Wenaha units.  
Other than low calf to cow ratios that existed prior to 
wolves becoming established, there is no indication that  
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wolves have had a significant impact on the elk or deer 
populations in these units.  Total elk numbers in the  
 
Snake River and Imnaha units continue to increase and 
have been stable in the other units.  Impacts from 
ungulate predation by bears and cougars are much 
more evident throughout northeast Oregon.   
 
Continued expansion of mountain goat herds will result 
in new hunts being proposed in the Strawberry 
Mountains of Grant County, the Wenaha wilderness, 
and a third hunt in the Elkhorn Mountains.   
 
Lastly, this winter a helicopter survey was flown in the 
Wenaha and Sled Springs units to assess moose 
population status.  A total of 17 moose were observed 
and classified including seven cows, six calves, and four 
bulls.  Two of the cows had twins.  We believe 
Oregon’s moose population to be holding at 60 to 70 
animals. 
 
 

HIGH DESERT REGION 
Chip Dale, Region Manager 

Drought Affects  
Klamath Basin:  As of May 1 the Klamath Basin was 
at 29% of average snowpack and 87% of average 
precipitation.  Stream flows on the Sprague and 
Williamson Rivers are less than 50% of average.   
 
In April, Oregon Water Resources released the Final 
Order of Determination (FOD) for the adjudication of 
water rights in the Klamath Basin.  The adjudication is 
a product of over 40 years of work on water rights 
issues in the Basin.  Stream and river flows are low 
enough that the senior water right holders could make 
a call for water for the first time based on adjudicated 
rights.  Two entities in the basin have adjudicated water 
rights for the volume of water in Klamath Lake; the 
Klamath Tribes of Oregon and the Bureau of 
Reclamation. The Tribes also have rights for stream 
flows on the tributary rivers to the lake.  ODFW staff is 
working closely with Oregon Water Resources and the 
Governor’s office as the implementation of the FOD 
proceeds.  
 
Storage water levels in basin reservoirs range from 49% 
full (Gerber) to 66% full (Fourmile).  Based on 
continuing drought, Willow Valley Reservoir (storage 
level not available) which has the best largemouth bass 
fishery in the Klamath District could go dry.  Popular 
Cascade Mountain lakes such as Lake of the Woods 
and Miller will be available for fishing earlier than 
normal due to low snowpack but should still provide 
good fishing since they are not impacted by irrigation 
withdrawals.  
 

Lake County:  The Lake Fish District manages fish 
populations within four watersheds in Lake County.   
Water availability and snow pack are well below average 
this year and similar to those reported for the Klamath 
Basin.   
 
However water levels vary among lakes, reservoirs, and 
streams within the county.  The Warner Basin to the 
east of Lakeview is the driest in the district with 59% of 
average snowpack and 73% of average precipitation.  
Water availability improves going north towards the 
Summer Lake/Fort Rock Basin near Silver Lake, but 
remains below normal.  Most lakes and reservoirs 
within the district will fill initially, but those used for 
irrigation are expected to be drawn down lower than 
usual by September.   
 
Four of seven irrigation reservoirs within the district 
(Thompson Reservoir, Holbrook Reservoir, Priday 
Reservoir, Duncan Reservoir) are stocked annually with 
rainbow trout, but lower water levels are not expected 
to negatively affect fish abundance and survival this 
year.  Spaulding and Big Rock reservoirs east of 
Lakeview that are typically stocked with fingerling 
hatchery trout are likely to be dry by September and 
will not be stocked.  The Lake Fish District is 
coordinating with the Klamath Hatchery to redistribute 
trout from lakes that may become dry during 2013.   
 
Rivers and streams in Lake County are also 
experiencing below average runoff, with streams 
clearing one to two months earlier than usual.  Suitable 
habitat for native fish species such as redband trout and 
federal ESA Threatened Warner sucker will be reduced.  
The district plans to monitor fish abundance and 
distributions that may be affected by low water 
throughout the summer but no stream closures are 
anticipated. 
 
Malheur Watershed:  The winter of 2012-13 was 
generally warm and dry.  After a warm March and 
April, much of the snow pack has melted leaving snow 
water equivalent in the three southeast Oregon basins 
ranging from 0 to 41% of normal.   
 
Current water storage in most southeast Oregon 
reservoirs that support fisheries is far below normal.  
The four gauged irrigation reservoirs in Malheur 
County range from 45% to 60% of normal.  Malheur 
and Pole Creek reservoirs in the north part of the 
county had carryover water from last year but received 
very little run-off this year leaving them barely half-full.  
Many of the BLM stock ponds near Vale-Ontario and 
Jordan Valley that normally fill even on dry years did 
not receive much run off this year and will probably go 
dry and lose their fisheries.   
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Almost no snow pack and no spring rains has left the 
April through September predicted stream flows for  
southeastern Oregon to be far below normal.  The best 
of the worst in southeastern Oregon are the Blitzen 
River near Frenchglen and the Snake River at Weiser 
where flows might be 50% of normal.   
 
Stream flows in the Malheur River near Drewsey and in 
the North Fork at Beulah might be 30-50% of normal.  
This means that Warm Springs, Beulah, and Bully 
Creek reservoirs will not fill this year.  It also means 
that these reservoirs could be drawn down to dead 
storage or no storage by late summer affecting fisheries 
supported by these reservoirs.   
 
The Owyhee River basin is in the worst condition in 
southeastern Oregon with a water supply prediction of 
stream flows less than 25% of normal.  With the low 
predicted stream flows and low amount of carryover 
water from last year, the reservoir  will not fill this year.  
Flows this low also means that irrigators may not get all 
of their allocated water from Owyhee Reservoir this 
summer, resulting in a reduction in winter water 
releases below Owyhee Dam over the fall and winter.  
Reduced winter flows below Owyhee Dam could affect 
brown trout spawning this fall.  Water conditions this 
low could also influence water conditions in 2014. 
 
Stream flows in the Trout Creek Mountain streams, as 
in other parts of southeastern Oregon, will be far below 
normal.  Stream flows in McDermitt Creek, located on 
the south side of the Trout Creek Mountains, is 
currently 19% of normal.  These flow conditions will 
have fewer impacts on the trout populations in this 
watershed since they are still recovering from a recent 
chemical treatment project to remove non-native 
fishes.   
 
Stream flows in the Trout Creek near Denio, located 
on the north side of the mountains, is currently 33% of 
normal.  Adjacent Willow and Whitehorse creeks will 
also have very low stream flows this year.  Low flows 
and associated warm water temperatures will likely 
affect survival of ESA Lahontan cutthroat trout in 
Willow and Whitehorse creeks.  The Holloway fire 
impacted both streams last summer.   
 
Upper Deschutes Basin:  Although snow packs are 
low in the Century Lakes region, current water levels 
are high in storage reservoirs from above average snow 
packs in 2011 and 2012.  Drought conditions and low 
snow packs in 2013 will likely affect reservoir levels 
negatively by late summer 2013 and into 2014. It is 
anticipated fisheries in the Cascade lakes and reservoirs 
will be productive for much of the summer recreation 
period. Reservoir levels in the Crooked River Drainage  
 

are below capacity due to low snow packs in 2012 and 
2013.  Angling opportunities for rainbow trout in both 
Prineville and Ochoco Reservoir will be good from 
spring through mid-summer. Drought conditions in 
2013 could result in even lower reservoir capacities in 
2014. Streams within the Crooked River watershed are 
experiencing considerably low spring flows, which will 
likely negatively affect native fish production.  
 
Lower Deschutes Basin:  Fifteenmile Creek and 
Eastside Deschutes tributaries are experiencing lower 
than average flows, with most streams expressing flows 
that appear to be about a month ahead of normal 
levels.   Adult summer steelhead catch at weirs in Buck 
Hollow and Bakeoven creeks, is less than 50% of last 
year’s catch at both locations.  Smolt catch is also well 
below last year’s catch at both streams.  Fifteenmile 
Creek adult steelhead returns to the weir are also about 
50% less than year’s return for the same period.   
Fifteenmile Creek smolt numbers are 77% lower than 
they were for this same period last year.  Predicted 
rising temperatures, and the onset of irrigation season 
will dramatically reduce flow in Fifteenmile Creek in 
the next week.  
 
Hood River:  While snowpack on Mt. Hood is near 
normal, flows in the Hood River have generally been 
below average so far this spring. Early winter steelhead 
returns to Hood River weirs and traps appear to be 
lower than last year’s run.  Nearing the end of the 
migration season, the hatchery and wild population of 
Hood River steelhead are down 32% and 17%, 
respectively from last season at this time.  Steelhead 
smolt catch at juvenile traps in the Hood River, 
however, show a very different trend from the adults.   
This year’s catch of steelhead smolts is 85% higher 
than at the same period last year.   
 
Cascade Lakes Opener 
Most standing waters in central Oregon opened April 
27, and lake access was excellent due to warm weather 
and a low snow pack.  Anglers reported high catch 
rates of rainbow trout in Crane Prairie, Lava Lake, and 
Little Lava Lake.  Anglers reported high catch rates of 
large fish in South Twin Lake, which was treated with 
rotenone in 2011.  Kokanee anglers caught fish as large 
as 19 inches in Wickiup and had higher catch rates.   

 
 

SOUTHWEST REGION 
Larry Cooper, Region Manager 

Kristle Volin 
Kristle Volin died in a tragic boating accident on the 
South Fork of the Coquille River on April 16, 2013.     
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Kristle was Program Manager for the Coquille 
Watershed Association.  She was working with an 
ODFW employee surveying areas along the river for 
potential habitat restoration when the accident 
occurred. 
 
When Kristle was 
in high school, she 
started volunteering 
with the STEP 
program in 
Charleston, and 
eventually decided 
to become a fish 
biologist.  Her 
enthusiasm and 
dedication so 
impressed the local 
STEP groups that they provided scholarship money to 
assist with her expenses at Oregon State University. 
 
In the past, Kristle worked for ODFW in a variety of 
positions, including intern positions in the Charleston 
field office and seasonal EBA positions with the 
Marine Resources Program collecting recreational 
angler data. She also worked out of Charleston on the 
coho salmon life cycle monitoring study.   
 
Kristle was admired for her kind heart, cheerful 
presence, enthusiasm for fish and watershed habitat, 
and her dedication.   She will be missed.  Our hearts go 
out to her husband, family, friends, and coworkers. 
A memorial fund has been set up by the Coos Bay 
Chapel to help the family with expenses.  Donations 
can be sent to the Kristle Volin Memorial Fund, PO 
Box 749, Coos Bay, OR 97420. 
 
OR-7 in Southwest Oregon 
In mid-March OR-7 came back into Oregon from 
California and ventured briefly through Klamath 
County, the wolf spent the next 10 days in Jackson 
County and ventured north into Douglas County for 
approximately one week. 
 
OR-7 headed south, back into Jackson County for a 
few days and then continued into California.  On April 
24-25 OR-7 crossed Interstate 5 to the west in 
California, ventured north, and crossed the interstate 
again to the east in southern Oregon.  This is the first 
documented crossing on this interstate for this wolf. 
 
Pacific Fisher on 
Brookings Golf Course 
On Friday April 24 our 
Gold Beach office received a 
call from Salmon Run Golf  
 
 

Course in Brookings that there was a strange animal 
running around harassing the golfers. 
 
Golf course employees managed to capture the animal, 
and it was determined by ODFW staff to be a lethargic 
Pacific Fisher.  Golf course employees had fed it a can 
of cat food and some hot dogs. 
 
ODFW staff monitored the animal overnight; fed it 
Northern Pike Minnow 
from the office freezer 
and removed hair 
samples for DNA 
analysis.  After 
determining it to be 
healthy it was released 
several miles from the 
golf course on Siskiyou 
National Forest. 
 
 

NORTHWEST REGION 
Chris Wheaton, Region Manager 

Columbian White-tailed Deer Relocation  
ODFW has been providing assistance to a US Fish & 
Wildlife Service-led effort to relocate Columbian 
White-tailed deer in the State of Washington. The deer 
are listed as Endangered under the Endangered Species 
Act. They are being moved due to the risk of habitat 
loss because of the potential failure of a dike between 
the Julia Butler Hanson National Wildlife Refuge and 
the Columbia River. If the dike fails, much of the 
refuge will be flooded.  
 
All capture and relocation activities ended on April 15. 
As of the end of April, a total of seven radio-collared 
deer that had been transplanted to sites in Washington 
had crossed the Columbia River into Oregon.  One of 
these deer succumbed soon after crossing and was 
found dead on a Sauvie Island Wildlife Area beach.  An 
extensive necropsy of the animal was performed by 
USFWS veterinarian staff who reported that capture 
myopathy was the likely cause of death.  Two others 
are currently residing on Sauvie Island and are being 
monitored by USFWS.   
 
One deer recently crossed the Columbia River near St. 
Helens and is currently near Goble. Three more deer 
that had been transplanted to Cottonwood Island this 
spring have also crossed the Columbia into Oregon.  
These deer are currently on the mainland near Rainier.   
 
Steelhead Returns  
Winter steelhead fisheries and returns have been 
variable this year. On the coast, anecdotal reports 
indicate a somewhat slower fishery than in years past.  
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However, at Clackamas Hatchery through late April we 
had collected a total of 1,780 fish, a new record for us.  
At Sandy Hatchery a total of 1,852 fish had been 
collected during this same timeframe, also a record 
return. 
 
Winter steelhead counts at Willamette Falls remain well 
below the previous 10 year average.  Through late April 
4,557 winter steelhead have passed upstream.  The 10 
year average for the same time period is 5,632 fish.  
Run size for winter steelhead in the upper Willamette is 
highly variable, however, as the count for the past 10 
year period ranged from a low of 2,117 fish in 2009 to 
a high of 10,026 in 2004.  Summer steelhead counts 
appear good so far this year, with 2,724 adults passing 
Willamette Falls, exceeding the 10 year average for the 
same period. 
 
Willamette Wildlife Mitigation Program  
This program protects wildlife habitat as mitigation for 
the impacts to wildlife of the Willamette Valley Project 
by recommending lands for habitat protection to the 
Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) for funding 
each year. This is the first year that ODFW is 
implementing a new process utilizing specific criteria 
and peer and stakeholder review to evaluate projects.  
 
A Technical Review Team has reviewed 16 applications 
from Tribes, government organizations, and 
conservation groups for fee title or conservation 
easement purchase. Applicants made presentations 
regarding their project and discussed habitat types, 
conditions, management plans, acquisition costs and 
operation and maintenance plans. 
 
Proposals totaled approximately 16 million dollars, and 
are competing for the eight million in funding that is 
projected to be available in Federal Fiscal Year 2014. 
These projects total 2,970 acres and ranged in size from 
34 to 472 acres. The recommendations were reviewed 
this week by the Willamette Advisory Group (WAG), 
which is composed of stakeholders from a variety of 
interests. The WAG recommendations will go to 
Director Elicker in the next few weeks. Director 
Elicker will then make a final recommendation to BPA 
for funding. 
 
 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Program Administrator 

Dick’s Sporting Goods and Boy Scouts Partnership 
Portland area Boy Scouts will get hands on fishing 
experience and earn merit badges thanks to an 
innovative, new partnership between ODFW, Dick’s 
Sporting Goods and Boy Scouts.  Dick’s employees 
from six of their eight Oregon stores have been trained  

and will teach basic fishing skills using lesson plans 
developed by ODFW.  The instructional materials align 
with the fishing merit badge allowing Scouts to 
complete most of their badge requirements in the 
store.  Upon completion of the classes, Scouts will be 
steered into one of the ODFW’s Family Fishing Events 
for the chance to put their new skills to the test, catch a 
fish and earn their merit badge.  As part of the effort, 
Dick’s will also create in-store displays highlighting 
fishing gear that is suitable for beginners.  The displays 
will incorporate ODFW produced “how to” and 
“where to” fish publications.  The first classes will be 
held in May. Dicks has also expressed interest in having 
store employees trained as hunter education instructors 
and to hold field day classes at Dick’s stores. 
 
Photo Sharing 
Hunters, anglers and wildlife viewers enjoy what they 
do and they love to share their passion.  During the 
past few months, ODFW has received more than 70 
high resolution photos of their Oregon experiences.  
This started with a simple request for hunters, anglers 
and wildlife viewers to share their photos with the 
department.  The best photos would be posted on the 
website and used in ODFW publications and other 
materials.  The response was immediate and nearly 
three dozen are now posted on the website at 
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/images/photo_sumbmissi
ons/index.asp.   
 
The most recent photo is of the first turkey taken by 
14-year old Theron Hale.  His father describes the 
Ochoco turkey hunt and why Theron wanted to submit 
the photo:  Theron describes the event as breath taking, and 
hopes that all young hunters get the opportunity to feel the 
excitement that he felt as he watched his first gobbler come into 
range and fall at the end of a successful hunt! 
 
I as a father was probably more excited than Theron was at the 
end of the hunt that morning. He is a Great Kid! I am very 
proud to call him my son! 
 
We saw (the photo) on the website Saturday evening. He was so 
excited that it had been posted! Thanks for doing that!  He is so 
proud of that! 
 

 
Theron Hale and his first turkey.   

http://www.dfw.state.or.us/images/photo_sumbmissions/index.asp
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/images/photo_sumbmissions/index.asp
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Blazers, Beavers and Timbers 
Hunters and anglers had the opportunity to get a free 
ticket to the Oregon State-California baseball game on 
May 4.  Free tickets were available for anyone with a 
2013 fishing or hunting license.  The promotion was 
part of a partnership between ODFW and OSU to 
encourage fishing and hunting in Oregon.  As part of 
its ongoing marketing effort, ODFW continues to look 
for effective ways to target key audiences to promote 
fishing and hunting.  One audience, 25-45 year olds, is 
very interested in organized sports and events like 
Beaver baseball.  The pilot effort included the OSU-
ODFW Catch of the Game and announcements during 
the game and during 50 statewide broadcasts on the 
Beaver radio network, which reaches roughly 75,000 
people per broadcast.   
 
Other partnerships include a pilot effort with the 
Portland Timbers soccer team and with the Portland 
Trail Blazers.  The Blazers campaign included a 
hunter/angler promotion night at the Rose Garden.  
The Blazers handed out blaze orange/camouflage hats 
with the Blazer logo.  ODFW staff on hand during the 
game met with around 200 hunters and anglers and 
provided information on fishing and hunting locations 
near Portland. Through all of these events, the 
department will have contacted more than 35,000 
young, active and outdoor-oriented Oregonians. 
 
 

OCEAN SALMON AND COLUMBIA 
RIVER PROGRAM 
Tony Nigro, Program Manager 

Columbia River Spring Chinook Fisheries Update  
Pre-season Plan:  The upriver spring Chinook 
forecast for adult returns to the mouth of the Columbia 
River in 2013 was 141,400.  Under the U.S. v. Oregon 
catch-balancing agreement the management guideline 
for the period January through early May (prior to the 
run-size update) was determined assuming a run-size 
equal to 70% of the forecast or about 99,000.  As a 
result, the guideline for upriver spring Chinook for all 
non-tribal fisheries (recreational and commercial) was 
7,325. 
 
Based on guidance from the Oregon and Washington 
fish and wildlife commissions, recreational fisheries 
were assigned about 81% of the guideline or just over 
5,950 fish.  Of this total, 83%, or just over 4,930 fish 
were assigned to the recreational fishery downstream 
from Bonneville Dam.  Of the 1,370 fish assigned to 
commercial fisheries, about 89%, or just over 1,220 fish 
were assigned to mainstem fisheries, with the balance 
going to Select Area (off-channel) commercial fisheries.  
 
 
 

Recreational Fisheries: The recreational spring 
Chinook fishery on the Columbia River is open under 
permanent rule from Buoy 10 upstream to the I-5 
Bridge from January 1 through March 31.  Oregon and 
Washington typically meet in late January or early 
February to consider changes to the season structure 
and area of the fishery.   
 
In 2013, the states met on January 31 to consider their 
spring Chinook recreational fisheries options.  
Downstream from Bonneville Dam, the season was 
extended from March 31 through April 5 and the area 
was expanded to allow boat and bank fishing from the 
I-5 bridge upstream to Beacon Rock and bank fishing 
from Beacon Rock upstream to the Bonneville Dam 
deadline.  For the river between Bonneville Dam and 
the Oregon-Washington border, the fishery was set to 
begin on March 16 and extend through May 5.   
 
Through March, recreational fishing effort downstream 
from Bonneville Dam was similar to levels assumed in 
pre-season planning.  However, catch rates were much 
lower than expected.  As a result, projected catch 
through the planned closure date of April 5 was less 
than half of the guideline.  On April 3, Oregon and 
Washington held a Joint State Hearing and agreed to 
extend the season one week through April 12.  Because 
catch rates often increase rapidly in April, and staff was 
uncertain about whether the forecasted run-size of 
upriver spring Chinook would materialize, managers 
decided not to consider any additional extensions for 
the recreational fishery downstream from Bonneville 
Dam until the run-size update in May. For the 
recreational fishery between Bonneville Dam and the 
Oregon-Washington border, the season unfolded as 
planned and closed on May 5. 
 
Based on preliminary summaries of the upriver spring 
Chinook harvest (kept catch and release mortalities), 
the recreational fishery downstream from Bonneville 
Dam used about 3,540 of its 4,930 guideline or about 
72%.  Of this number, anglers kept about 3,440 adult 
fish.  In addition, anglers kept just over 1,300 adult 
Willamette spring Chinook and another 370 adult 
spring Chinook from other lower river tributaries.  For 
the recreational fishery between Bonneville Dam and 
the Oregon-Washington border, the expectation is 
anglers will harvest all of its guideline or about 660 
spring Chinook.   
 
If the U.S. v Oregon Technical Advisory Committee 
affirms or increases its run-size forecast for upriver 
spring Chinook, some additional recreational fishing 
opportunity will be provided in May and/or June. 
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Mainstem Commercial Fisheries: Weekly test 
fishing for spring Chinook in 2013 began on March 3 
and continued through April 28.  Catches of Chinook 
were low (less than 1 Chinook per drift) through March 
24, and were less than or equal to catches of steelhead.  
As a result, no mainstem commercial fishing occurred 
in March.   
 
Chinook catches in the test fishery increased to about 
1.5 fish per drift on March 31 and April 7.  
Coincidentally, the ratio of Chinook to steelhead 
increased from less than three to six.  However, 
because upriver spring Chinook comprised 70% of the 
test fishery catch, staff recommended that landing 
limits be used to ensure that a full-fleet fishery 
remained within its management guideline.  On April 8, 
Oregon and Washington held a Compact hearing and 
set a nine-hour mainstem commercial fishery for April 
9 with a landing limit of nine adult Chinook per vessel.   
 
Based on recent data, staff assumed the fleet would 
make about 160 deliveries.  Instead, the number of 
deliveries was just under 130.  In addition, the 
proportion of upriver fish in the catch and the number 
of upriver fish per delivery were slightly less than that 
assumed.  As a result, the fishery used about 690 of its 
1,220 upriver spring Chinook guideline or about 56%.  
In all, commercial fishers landed just under 660 adult 
upriver fish, just over 250 adult Willamette fish and just 
over 70 adult fish from other lower river tributaries. 
 
Select Area Commercial Fisheries:  Commercial 
fishing in the Select Areas was open one to two days 
per week (9-18 days total) from February 11 through 
April 2.  The areas re-opened April 18 to commercial 
fishing with one to four nights of fishing planned per 
week through mid-June (15-29 days total).  The 
number of days open and season vary by area.  Total 
landings during the winter season (through April 2) 
were 638 spring Chinook.  Through April 30, an 
additional 2,072 spring Chinook were commercially 
landed in ongoing spring season Select Area fisheries.   
 
Summary:  The total harvest (kept catch and release 
mortality) of upriver spring Chinook in non-tribal 
fisheries prior to the run-size update is expected to 
total just under 5,400, assuming Select Area commercial 
fisheries and recreational fisheries upstream from 
Bonneville Dam use all their guideline.  To remain 
within the U.S. v. Oregon catch balance limits, the run-
size of upriver spring Chinook would have to be about 
77,000 or just over 54% of the 141,000 forecast.  
Through May 2, just under 36,000 adult spring 
Chinook passed over Bonneville Dam.  When known 
harvest downstream from Bonneville Dam is added to 
this total, fisheries managers can account for just over  
 
 

40,500 upriver spring Chinook, with 44 days left in the 
migration season.  To meet the minimum run size of 
77,000, passage over Bonneville Dam would have to 
average about 830 fish per day.  On May 2, the number 
of adult Chinook that passed the dam exceeded 4,600. 
 
 

OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Division Director 

Fish 
While on a boat patrol near Sauvie Island, Trooper 
Shimer (St. Helens) recognized a suspect who had 
previously been the subject of a fish and wildlife 
investigation.  Trooper Shimer and the County Marine 
Deputy he was patrolling with, contacted the boat and 
its operator and issued citations for Marine Board 
violations and then released them. The next day, 
suspecting that the individual may have been involved 
in illegal fishing activities, Troopers Shimer and 
Warwick began searching for the purpose of the 
person’s voyage and found 4 actively working 
concealed gill nets working in the area of Sturgeon 
Lake.   
 
Several Troopers began 24-hour surveillance of the 
nets. At one point, Troopers removed 10 sturgeon 
from the net, along with a couple of Walleye, that were 
still alive; photographing then releasing them. This was 
done to mitigate the number of fish killed during the 
operation.  
 
After approximately 50 hours of round the clock 
surveillance the suspect returned to the scene with an 
assistant. Also in the parking lot adjacent to the boat 
ramp a look-out was stationed to warn the suspects of 
approaching enforcement. The suspects pulled the nets 
and kept 31 fish, two sturgeon, 13 walleye, 14 carp, and 
two catfish concealing them in the bow of the boat and 
in coolers.  The suspects also removed nearly 50 fish of 
various species from the nets and tossed into the river.  
Troopers watched the suspects trailer the boat and then 
conducted a traffic stop, gained consent to search and 
subsequently arrested the suspects for the following 
crimes:  Fishing Closed Season – Felony; Unlawful 
Entry Into Sauvie Island – Misdemeanor; and Waste of 
Game Fish – Misdemeanor.  The suspect’s boat was 
also seized. 
 

In a separate incident, Sergeant Schwartz and Trooper 
Shimer stopped a vehicle on Sauvie Island for a traffic 
violation. The occupants stated they had been fishing 
and allowed the Troopers to inspect their catch, 
consisting of two buckets full of catfish and carp. A 
further search of the vehicle yielded a large sturgeon 
that was cut up and hidden in a backpack behind the  
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seat of the vehicle. The men stated they found the 
sturgeon and had planned on turning it in to police  
officers.  Ultimately they admitted to catching and 
cutting up the fish.  Criminal citations were issued for 
Unlawful Taking of Sturgeon-Closed Season and 
Mutilation of a Game Fish. 
 
Wildlife 
In the fall of 2012, Troopers out of The Dalles 
investigated and eventually arrested an individual 
suspected of selling feral swine hunts on private 
property.  The subject recently pled guilty to charges of 
Felon in Possession of a Firearm; Unlawful Possession 
of a Raptor and Antelope and Unlawful Sale of a Feral 
Swine Hunt.  The subject received a 36 month hunting 
license suspension, 36 months of supervised probation, 
and 30 days in jail.  If the individual violates his 
probation, he will go to prison for 15-18 months.   
 
 
END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
May 10, 2013 


